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Marine Product Configuration and Pricing System Having a 



Variable Price Component 



Related Applications 

This application claims priority from United States Provisional Application 
Serial No. 60/486,265, filed July 10, 2003. 

Technical Field 

This application relates in general to a method, apparatus, and article of 
manufacture for assisting sales of products, and more particularly to a method, 
apparatus, and article of manufacture for providing a marine product configuration and 
pricing system. 

Background 

Configuration and pricing systems have become automated through the use of 
computer based processing systems to ease the creation of customized products. 
Similarly, these systems may assist in the pricing of these products as the products are 
configured. These systems typically use a manufacturers suggested set of prices for 
optional items that may result in a single discount to be applied to a configured product 
to determine a price quote that is given to a customer. 
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Because a seller or dealer may obtain the set of optional items to be included 
and installed in a configured product from different sources, the items may have 
different prices. The ability to generate a price that is based upon the differing set of 
prices for these options as the product is configured is lacking in prior art systems. In 
addition, most prior art systems do not readily display the customer and dealer cost for 
all selected items as part of the configuration process. The display of the two sets of 
prices and the ability to modify the markup available for individual options or 
groupings of options separate from other options would assist in the easy configuration 
and pricing of custom products. 

As discussed above, there is a further need for providing a marine product 
configuration and pricing system having a variable price component. These and 
numerous other disadvantages of the prior art necessitates the need for the method and 
apparatus provided by the present invention. 
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Summary 

This application relates in general to a method, apparatus, and article of 
manufacture for providing a marine product configuration and pricing system. One 
possible embodiment of the present invention is to a system for providing a marine 
5 product configuration and pricing system. The system includes an index product 
module for displaying all of the available products that may be configured; a markup 
module for specifying the amount a dealer price may be increased for a product and 
optional item based upon a specified figure; a price quoting generation module for 
selecting the product and optional items to be included within a configured product, the 

10 price quoting generation module generates a customer price for the product, selected 
optional items, and a total price for the configured product using the pricing data from 
the markup module; and a quote sheet module for generating a quote sheet document 
containing information describing the configured product and its generated price. 

Another aspect of the present invention is a method and corresponding computer 

15 data product for providing a marine product configuration and pricing system. The 

method selects a configurable product from a group of available products; selects one or 
more optional items from a group of available optional items corresponding to the 
selected configurable product; generates a dealer cost for the selected configurable 
product and the selected one or more optional items from a database of dealer costs; 

20 generates a customer price for the selected configurable product and the selected one or 
more optional items using the dealer costs and a price increase value corresponding to 

Ranger Boats. 
M&G 10203.85-US-U1 
Page 3 



the selected configurable product and to each of the selected one or more selected 
optional items; and generates an individualized price quote document for the selected 
configurable product and the selected one or more optional items. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

5 Figure 1 illustrates an example embodiment of a system for providing a marine 

product configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Figure 2 illustrates a computing system that may be used to construct a marine 
product configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the 
10 present invention. 

Figure 3 illustrates a marine product configuration and pricing system for a 
plurality of boat and supported options according to one possible embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Figure 4 illustrates an example price quote constructed using a marine product 
15 configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Figure 5 illustrates an example a marine product configuration and pricing 
system having variable price markups for options according to one possible 
embodiment of the present invention. 
20 Figure 6 illustrates an example customer pricing quote for a marine product 

configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the present 
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invention. 

Figure 7 illustrates another example of a marine product configuration and 
pricing system used to generate a price quote according to one possible embodiment of 
the present invention. 

5 Figure 8 illustrates an example of a pricing and configuration input screen for an 

example product according to one possible embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 9 illustrates another example of a pricing and configuration input screen 
for an example product according to one possible embodiment of the present invention. 
Figure 10 illustrates an example screen for selection of a price quote of a custom 
10 configured product according to one possible embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 1 1 illustrates another example screen for selection of a price quote of a 
custom configured product according to one possible embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Figure 12 illustrates an example screen for copying and pasting of a selection of 
15 a price quote of a custom configured product according to one possible embodiment of 
the present invention. 

Figure 13 illustrates an example customer list generated within a marine product 
configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the present 
invention. 

20 Figure 14 illustrates an example dealer sales management sheet generated within 

a marine product configuration and pricing system according to one possible 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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Detailed Description 

This application relates in general to a method, apparatus, and article of 
manufacture for providing a marine product configuration and pricing system. In the 
following detailed description of exemplary embodiments of the invention, reference is 
made to the accompanied drawings, which form a part hereof, and which is shown by 
way of illustration, specific exemplary embodiments of which the invention may be 
practiced. These embodiments are described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled 
in the art to practice the invention, and it is to be understood that other embodiments 
may be utilized, and other changes may be made, without departing from the spirit or 
scope of the present invention. The following detailed description is, therefore, not to 
be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope of the present invention is defined only by 
the appended claims. 

Figure 1 illustrates an example embodiment of a system for providing a marine 
product configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the 
present invention. The system comprises a marine product configuration and pricing 
system 101 that is used by a sales person to prepare a configured product for a particular 
customer. The marine product configuration and pricing system 101, as discussed in 
more detail below, permits a sales person to add any number of optional items to the 
custom configured product. These additional items are based upon a set of optional 
items that are known to be available for the particular product being configured. 
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In preparing the order documentation, the marine product configuration and 
pricing system 101 will determine the price for the uniquely configured product. The 
system 101 calculates both a dealer price and a customer price or the product and all of 
the selected optional items added in the configuration process. The dealer price is 
5 obtained from a database of product and optional item costs that are included within the 
marine product configuration and pricing system 101. The customer price, as described 
in more detail below, will be calculated based upon the dealer costs and an additional 
markup or price margin that is used to permit the dealer to make a profit. 

Once the system 101 accepts the inputs from the sales person and customer to 
10 specify the custom configured product and its corresponding optional items, the system 
101 generates both customer order documentation 1 1 1 and dealer order documentation 
1 10 that identifies the product, the included optional items selected, and the appropriate 
pricing figure. In this process, the customer is generally not permitted to view the 
dealer's cost unless the dealer expressly chooses to share the pricing with the customer. 

15 When the dealer and customer agree to complete the transaction, the system 101 

may also generate product ordering information and related documentation 151 that 
may be communicated to a product manufacturer 160 to generate the product to be sold. 
Similar optional equipment order documentation 152 may be generated for each of the 
optional items to be included in the custom product as configured. In cases where 

20 optional items are acquired from a single reseller 161, a single optional equipment order 

document 152 may be generated for all of the optional items purchased from a 
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particular reseller 161. The manufacturer 160 and optional equipment reseller 161 may 
complete the respective orders and ship their items to the dealer. The dealer completes 
the assembly of the custom product as required and sells the complete product to the 
customer. 

5 The various order documents 1 5 1 - 1 52 are shown being communicated by the 

marine product configuration and pricing system 101 over a communications network 
150 to the manufacturer 160 and resellers 161. One skilled in the art will recognize that 
these documents may be communicated using a facsimile machine, a computer modem 
and other similar communications mechanisms for transmitting the order information 
10 from a dealer to the manufacturer without deviating from the spirit and scope of the 
present invention as recited within the attached claims. 

In some cases, the product itself and some or all of the optional items may be in 
stock of the dealer of the product rather than be ordered from another party. In these 
circumstances, the item order documents 151 and optional equipment order documents 
15 152 may not be needed, or may be replaced with documentation to obtain these items 
from the stock of the dealer. One skilled in the art will recognize numerous other 
configurations of such a system without deviating from the spirit and scope of the 
present invention as recited within the attached claims. 

Figure 2 illustrates a computing system that may be used to construct a marine 
20 product configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the 
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present invention. In an exemplary embodiment of a marine product configuration and 
pricing processing system 200, computing system 200 is operative to provide a cardiac 
analysis processing system. Those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that marine 
product configuration and pricing processing system 200 may include many more 
5 components than those shown with reference to a computing system 200 shown in 
Figure 2. However, the components shown are sufficient to disclose an illustrative 
embodiment for practicing the present invention. The marine product configuration and 
pricing processing system 200 is connected to other devices as needed. Those of 
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that a network interface unit 210 includes the 

10 necessary circuitry for connecting cardiac analysis processing system to a network of 
other computing systems, and is constructed for use with various communication 
protocols including the TCP/IP protocol. Typically, network interface unit 210 is a card 
contained within neural network training and data collection system. 

The marine product configuration and pricing processing system 200 also 

15 includes processing unit 212, video display adapter 214, and a mass memory 216, all 
connected via bus 222. The mass memory generally includes RAM 216, ROM 232, 
and one or more permanent mass storage devices, such as hard disk drive 238, a tape 
drive, CD-ROM/DVD-ROM drive 226, and/or a floppy disk drive. The mass 
memory stores operating system 220 for controlling the operation of a marine product 

20 configuration and pricing processing system 200. It will be appreciated that this 

component may comprise a general purpose server operating system as is known to 

those of ordinary skill in the art, such as UNIX, MAC OS™, LINUX™, or Microsoft 
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WINDOWS NT . Basic input/output system ("BIOS") 218 is also provided for 
controlling the low-level operation of processing system 200. 

The mass memory as described above illustrates another type of computer- 
readable media, namely computer storage media. Computer storage media may include 
5 volatile and nonvolatile, removable and non-removable media implemented in any 
method or technology for storage of information, such as computer readable 
instructions, data structures, program modules or other data. Examples of computer 
storage media include RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory 
technology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic 
10 cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or 
any other medium which can be used to store the desired information and which can be 
accessed by a computing device. 

The mass memory also stores program code and data for providing a software 
development and neural network analysis and training system. More specifically, the 
1 5 mass memory stores applications including product configuration and pricing 

program 230, other programs 234, and similar analysis tool applications 236. The 
product configuration and pricing program 230 includes computer executable 
instructions which, when executed by computer 200 to perform the logic described 
herein. 
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The marine product configuration and pricing processing system 200 also 
comprises input/output interface 224 for communicating with external devices, such as 
a mouse, keyboard, scanner, or other input devices not shown in Figure 2. Likewise, 
marine product configuration and pricing processing system 200 may further comprise 

5 additional mass storage facilities such as CD-ROM/DVD-ROM drive 226 and hard disk 
drive 228. Hard disk drive 228 is utilized by marine product configuration and pricing 
processing system 200 to store, among other things, application programs, databases, 
and program data used by product configuration and pricing processing system 
application program 230. The operation and implementation of these databases is well 

10 known to those skilled in the art. 

Figure 3 illustrates an index screen from a marine product configuration and 
pricing system for a plurality of boat and supported options according to one possible 
embodiment of the present invention. The marine product configuration and pricing 
system 101 includes an index screen 300 that allows a sales person or customer to select 
15 the particular product that is to be configured and priced. The index screen 300 

includes a quoting system section 301, a printing system section 302, an information 
section 303 and a logo section 304 for the products being sold. The sales person 
interacts with one or more of these sections to reach additional screens and documents 
of information used in the product configuration, pricing, and sales process. 

20 The quoting system section 301 provides a set of hyperlinks to a set of screens 

or pages that are associated with each of the base products being sold. These hyperlinks 
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may be grouped into various groupings of similar base products. For example, within 
the example index page 300, a set of products 310, 31 1 is shown. This set 310 contains 
a plurality of marine products identified as the 100 series. Similarly, a set of products 
within a Special Packages series 311 may also be included within the quoting system 
5 301 . Presumably, every base product that may be the basis of a configured system will 
be presented within the quoting system 301. 

When a user selects a particular hyperlink, a new screen or page will be 
displayed that corresponds to the configuration and pricing for the particular product 
identified in the particular hyperlink. Within the quoting system 301, a set of additional 
10 hyperlinks is provided 321, 322 that present specification information for the each of 
the particular products listed in the quoting system 301. This specification information 
may be presented in a page or information or separate document, such as a PDF 
document saved within a format for a Portable Document Format as defined by Adobe 
Systems, Inc. 

15 The printing system section 302 provides a sales person with a page that 

contains marked up selections of the price book containing configured products. Each 
item listed in the printing system section 302 corresponds to a particular selection of 
options that may be configured and priced for inclusion within a configured product. 
Hyperlinks are use within the printing system section 302 to navigate a user from the 

20 index page 301 to any of the desired pages. 
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The information section 303 contains hyperlinks to additional information pages 
that may be used when configuring and pricing a custom product. Finally, the logo 
section 304 provides a mechanism for provide a logo, trademark, or similar graphical 
and textual data that may indicate to the customer the manufacture or brand of products 
5 being sold. While the examples being presented herein describe the configuration and 
pricing of marine products, one skilled in the art will recognize that the present 
invention may also be used to configure a price for other products that are based upon a 
base product and a set of optional items that is configured by the end seller that offers 
the custom configured product to customers. 

10 Figure 4 illustrates an example price quote constructed using a marine product 

configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the present 
invention. The example price quote 400 includes a plurality of pages used to illustrate a 
price for a configured product. The example quote 400 is presented in a particular 
format; however one skilled in the art will recognize that any number of document 

15 formats for the layout of the quote pages is possible. 

The example price quote 400 contains information that describes the product 
being configured and all of the optional items and additional optional items included 
within the custom product. In this particular example quote 400, the document includes 
dealer 401 and customer 402 information, including name, address and telephone 
20 numbers. The example price quote 400 also includes sets of price information 410 that 

may include financing price information 41 1 if appropriate. The example price quote 
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400 may include sections for the selection of options associated with the base product 
being configured 413 as well as a listing of the optional items being included in the 
custom configured product 420. As discussed above, graphical items, logos, and 
trademarks 431-432 may be included within the example price quote document to 
5 customize the price document with items to identify the brand of the product being 
purchased and/or the dealer offering the product to the customer. 

All of the information within this example price quote page 400 is obtained from 
the other pages within the marine product configuration and pricing system 101 as the 
custom product is being configured and priced. Once the sales person completes the 

10 configuration and pricing operations, the documentation associated with the price quote 
is generated. In the example embodiment, the marine product configuration and pricing 
system is constructed as a set of EXCEL™ spreadsheets tabs from MICROSOFT 
CORPORATION. One skilled in the art will recognize that alternate programming 
mechanisms may be utilized to present similar screens of user interface images and data 

15 without deviating from the present invention as recited within the attached claims. 

Figure 5 illustrates an example markup page in a marine product configuration 
and pricing system having variable price markups for options according to one possible 
embodiment of the present invention. The example markup page 500 provides a 
mechanism for a sales person to specify the customer price for a product and its 
20 optional equipment. In this page, the sales person specifies the amount of markup or 

margin that is to be included in the customer price based upon a particular dealer price 
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for that product and its optional equipment. A particular markup page permits a sales 
person to specify the percentage to be used for either a markup value or a margin value 
when a customer price is calculated. These two values are different mechanisms to 
define the amount for a customer price based upon a dealer price. 

To understand the difference between a markup value and a margin value, 
consider an example option item having a dealer cost of $100. A markup value of 18% 
results in a customer price of $1 18.00. This markup figure results from a calculation: 

(Dealer Price) x (1 + markup value/ 100) or 

($100) x (1+0.18) = $118.00. 

In contrast, consider the same item having a dealer cost of $100 and a margin of 
1 8%. A price increase having an 1 8% margin requires a customer price of $ 1 2 1 .95. 
This margin figure results from a calculation: 

(Dealer Price) / (1 - (margin value/ 100)) or 

($100) / (1-0.18) = ($100)/0.82 = $121.95. 

Either a markup value or a margin value may be used in the marine product 
configuration and pricing system. A sales person merely needs to realize which pricing 
formula is being used. Of course, other mechanisms for specifying the customer price 
based upon the dealer price may be used here without deviating from the spirit and 
scope of the present invention as recited within the attached claims. 
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With the above understanding, the markup page is disclosed. In the markup 
page 500, a page is shown for each product that is available for configuration and 
pricing within the system 10L These pages would correspond to the same products 
identified on the index page discussed above with reference to Fig. 3. For a given 

5 product, the user may specify the markup percentage 502 for a particular base product 
option 501, in this case a boat and engine markup value. This percentage value is then 
automatically used when the system 101 determines a customer price when the product 
is being configured. Similarly, the markup percentages 5 1 1 for optional equipment 512 
may be used when configuring a particular product. A separate page for each base 

10 product is selected using 521 selection tabs on this markup page 500. 

In this example, a particular markup value is shown for a single base product 
51 1 or optional item 512. In alternate embodiments, a single markup value may be used 
for all items of equipment of a particular type. For example, all electronic equipment 
may possess a markup value of 18% where all trailer accessories may possess a markup 

15 value of 16%. This arrangement is contrasted with an embodiment in which each item 
of electronics equipment and each item of trailer accessories possess an individual 
markup value. Because the groupings may be based on any set of criteria, groupings of 
items having a common markup value may also be based upon a type of equipment 
from a particular supplier. Thus a set of electronic items from reseller A may possess a 

20 markup value of 1 8% where a similar set of electronic items from reseller B may 

possess a markup value of 16%. The choice in defining what items are included within 
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a particular grouping and what items may possess an individual markup value is a 
design choice that would be well understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to permit 
a sales person to define a price for a configured product in a manner consistent with the 
business practices of the dealer. 

5 Figure 6 illustrates an example pricing quote page for a marine product 

configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the present 
invention. The pricing quote page 600 may be selected 603 and utilized to specify the 
optional equipment that is to be included when a custom product is being configured. 
The pricing quote page includes a customer pricing section 601 as well as a dealer 

10 pricing section 602. Within the customer pricing area 601, a listing of items 604 is 
provided. These items 604 may be expanded from grouping of items 621 using an 
expand button 620 to display all of the items 621 in the grouping 620. 

For each of the items listed in a particular grouping, a set of columns 610-613 is 
displayed. These columns include an item selection column 610, a customer price 611, 

15 a quantity 612, and a subtotal 613. The item selection column 610 contains a button for 
each item that indicates if the particular item is to be included within the configured 
product. A user configures a custom product by selecting a set of items that are desired 
to be included in the configured product using this set of buttons 610. The customer 
price column 61 1 includes the customer price for an item that may be selected. The 

20 customer price for an item in column 61 1 is automatically calculated using the margin 

values specified for the particular item as discussed above with respect to Fig. 5. The 
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dealer price for the item is maintained within a database of prices elsewhere within the 
system 101. 

A user enters the number of copies of a particular selected item that are to be 
included within the configured product in quantity column 612. The subtotal contains 
the subtotal price for each optional item by multiplying the price from column 61 1 with 
the quantity value in column 612. The subtotal column 613 may be summed once all of 
the desired optional items are selected to determine the price of the configured product. 

Within the dealer area 602, the customer price for each optional item 61 1 is 
displayed. In alternate embodiments, the markup values and dealer prices may also be 
displayed to permit a sales person to determine if any additional discounts may be 
available to encourage a customer to complete a sale without depriving the dealer of a 
profit from the sale. 

In alternate embodiments not shown in Fig. 6, additional processing logic may 
be included within the system 101 to permit configuration of only certain combinations 
of options. In this alternate embodiment, the selection of one option may either require 
the selection of a set of other options or disable the ability to select a second set of 
options. If any of the disabled options are already selected, an error message may be 
generated to the user to correct the selected set of options to include only a valid set of 
options. This processing logic may be included within a set of rules that are checked 
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when items are selected. Implementations of such rule-based configuration systems are 
known in the art. 

Figure 7 illustrates another example of a pricing page from a marine product 
configuration and pricing system used to generate a price quote according to one 
5 possible embodiment of the present invention. The pricing page 700 contains the 
configured optional item pricing generated in the customer pricing area 601 as 
discussed above in Fig. 6. The total customer price 701 is automatically generated by 
totaling the prices for all of the included options. This pricing page includes customer 
and dealer address information 720 and the total price for the configured product 710- 

10 712. This total price includes the price paid to the dealer 710, any taxes and other fees 
711 and the financing information 712 that will be part of the purchase of the 
configured product. All of this information corresponds to the information contained 
within the quote 400 discussed above with reference to Fig. 4. This information is 
generated by the system 101 as the product is configured to permit the automatic 

15 generation of the quote document 400. 

Figure 8 illustrates an example a set of optional items from a configured product 
generated by a pricing and configuration input screen 800 for an example product 
according to one possible embodiment of the present invention. The set of optional 
items 801 includes a list of all of the optional items included within the configured 
20 product as the options are configured to be part of the configured product as discussed 

above. This list of optional items 801 may be included within the quote document 
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shown in Fig. 4 to document which optional items are included within the configured 
product. 

An option to display all of the available options or only the selected options may 
be set for viewing in the data 811. In displaying only the items selected, a control 
5 option 901 is displayed by a screen 900, as shown in Fig. 9, to set the list to display only 
items in the list that include a quantity greater than 1. This embodiment of the control is 
part of the implementation that utilizes EXCEL™ to display all or a subset of the items 
in a list. One of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that other embodiments may use 
other user control mechanisms to change the display characteristics of this list. 

10 Figure 10 illustrates an example screen 1000 for selection of a price quote of a 

custom configured product according to one possible embodiment of the present 
invention. Once all of the information for the configured product is generated 1001 as 
discussed above, the data may be moved to a quote sheet as shown in Fig. 4. for printing 
and display to a customer. Fig. 10 illustrates how a portion of the pricing page 

15 discussed above with respect to Fig. 7 is selected. Once the data is selected as shown 
on the display 1 101 in Fig. 1 1, the data and its organization, may be copied to the quote 
sheet of Fig. 4. The copying operation 1201 is illustrated in Fig. 12. This embodiment 
of the copy operation for the quote data 1 101 is part of the implementation that utilizes 
EXCEL™ as discussed above. One of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that other 

20 embodiments may use other user control mechanisms to copy the data and generate the 
quote sheet of Fig. 4 using the data shown in Fig. 7. 
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Figure 13 illustrates an example customer list generated within a marine product 
configuration and pricing system according to one possible embodiment of the present 
invention. As quote sheets are generated, the customer address information may be 
automatically collected and stored into a saved list 1301 in the system 101 as part of the 
5 above configuration and pricing process. The customer address information may be 
included within a complete customer list, as shown in Fig. 13. This customer list may 
be used by a dealer to contact its customers at any time in the future as part of its sales 
and marketing activities. This list may be automatically generated to make the process 
of creating such a list easy since all of this information is already acquired and entered 
10 into the system as part of the above processing. 

Figure 14 illustrates an example dealer sales management sheet generated within 
a marine product configuration and pricing system according to one possible 
embodiment of the present invention. Similarly, a list of all generated quotes 1401 may 
be automatically generated as part of the generation of the individual quote sheets 
15 shown in Fig. 4. This list of generated quotes may include all of the information 

necessary to track the completion and delivery of a configured product as well as the 
accounting for all of the costs and fees paid as part of the sale of a configured product. 

Figure 2 illustrates an example of a suitable operating environment in which the 
invention may be implemented. The operating environment is only one example of a 
20 suitable operating environment and is not intended to suggest any limitation as to the 

scope of use or functionality of the invention. Other well known computing systems, 
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environments, and/or configurations that may be suitable for use with the invention 
include, but are not limited to, personal computers, server computers, held-held or 
laptop devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-based systems, programmable 
consumer electronics, network PCs, minicomputers, mainframe computers, distributed 
5 computing environments that include any of the above systems or devices, and the like. 

The invention may also be described in the general context of computer- 
executable instructions, such as program modules, executed by one or more computers 
or other devices. Generally, program modules include routines, programs, objects, 
components, data structures, etc. that perform particular tasks or implement particular 
10 abstract data types. Typically the functionality of the program modules may be 
combined or distributed in desired in various embodiments. 

A processing devices attached to a communications network typically includes 
at least some form of computer readable media. Computer readable media can be any 
available media that can be accessed by these devices. By way of example, and not 

15 limitation, computer readable media may comprise computer storage media and 
communication media. Computer storage media includes volatile and nonvolatile, 
removable and non-removable media implemented in any method or technology for 
storage of information such as computer readable instructions, data structures, program 
modules or other data. Computer storage media includes, but is not limited to, RAM, 

20 ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-ROM, digital 

versatile disks (DVD) or other optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, 
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magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium which 
can be used to store the desired information and which can be accessed by processing 
devices. 

Communication media typically embodies computer readable instructions, data 
5 structures, program modules or other data in a modulated data signal such as a carrier 
wave or other transport mechanism and includes any information delivery media. The 
term "modulated data signal" means a signal that has one or more of its characteristics 
set or changed in such a manner as to encode information in the signal. By way of 
example, and not limitation, communication media includes wired media such as a 
10 wired network or direct- wired connection, and wireless media such as acoustic, RF, 
infrared and other wireless media. Combinations of any of the above should also be 
included within the scope of computer readable media. 

Additionally, the embodiments described herein are implemented as logical 
operations performed by programmable processing devices. The logical operations of 

15 these various embodiments of the present invention are implemented (1) as a sequence 
of computer implemented steps or program modules running on a computing system 
and/or (2) as interconnected machine modules or hardware logic within the computing 
system. The implementation is a matter of choice dependent on the performance 
requirements of the computing system implementing the invention. Accordingly, the 

20 logical operations making up the embodiments of the invention described herein can be 
variously referred to as operations, steps, or modules. 
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While the above embodiments of the present invention describe a method, 
apparatus, and article of manufacture for providing a marine product configuration and 
pricing system, one skilled in the art will recognize that the use of a particular 
computing architecture for a data processing system are merely example embodiments 
5 of the present invention. It is to be understood that other embodiments may be utilized 
and operational changes may be made without departing from the scope of the present 
invention as recited in the attached claims. 

As such, the foregoing description of the exemplary embodiments of the 
invention has been presented for the purposes of illustration and description. They are 

10 not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed. 
Many modifications and variations are possible in light of the above teaching. It is 
intended that the scope of the invention be limited not with this detailed description, but 
rather by the claims appended hereto. The present invention is presently embodied a 
method, apparatus, and article of manufacture for providing a marine product 

1 5 configuration and pricing system. 
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